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Granite StonesAnd a.few BUILDERS,
- ALSO, some HORSES and CARS, for the Carriage of Stone I R 5
N from the Quarries, to the Pier at Howth, . o ¥ e S e S e 2
N\ N.B. ‘Ihepriceis now raised to 8d. perlaad, of 73 cwt, i R ey “'»‘ﬁ.:l 2% 3
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Application tu be made 2t the Watks at Howth.
24th Niag, 1609, | -
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1 8 OO Directors General of Inland Navigation identify a need for a i‘efuge
harbour near the port of Dublin and an all-weather packet boat station. Submission L ime Kiln
are received from Thomas Rodgers, Superintendent of the lighthouse on Bailey

Green, and the Rev. William Dawson, both advocating t}}l‘E: suitability of Howth

Lasthalf Flood and
Whole Ebb ;57

Howth C asﬂe;

Harbour. .{':'.‘-’:? /
L e 4 = | Whole Flood
l _ 29/11/1800  Sir Thomas Hyde Page of the Royal Engineers produces a report 3 20

to the Directors for the development of pieré at Howth Harbour. His plan /

recommends the construction of two piers, one from the Howth side running L"ﬁ%"‘}f

2400 ft due north, and another from Ireland’s Eye running 2550 ft due South with v holcE Lalt half Flood
' a lighthouse. Estimated cost £86,400. : R -',"«_é;:.
. g TR o T
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' 1801 in William BI; . '- . RhL., PR e \ / Whole Floud
2/01/1801  Captain William Bligh of the Royal Navy, who had . : : - .1 g7 half Flood 42
been requested to survey Dublin Bay, submits a plan similar to that of Page, but P R . o 9
with shorter piers.
10
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John Rennie Esq., a renowned lighthouse and harbour engineer from Scotland is
invited to Ireland to act as a consultant on the proposed improvements to Dublin
harbour. Having seen all the submissions, charts and reports, Rennie reports that
pe “..the improvement of Dublin Harbour is perhaps one of the most difficult subjects
which has ever come under the consideration of the civil engineer - and therefore
it ought to be treated with great caution and judgement”.

He favours the construction of a harbour at Dun Laoghaire.

No work is decided upon or carried out.

Tuck Rodks / Regulex Flood
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1 8 04 ..El'he Directors of Inland Navigation make a report that the old quay

y at Howth has silted up.
|~~ -
| ]. 8 05 Dublin Harbour is recognised as being tidal and inadequate to serve *
| as a packet station. An Actis passéd (45 George I11 ¢55) authorising the expenditure WILLIAM BLIGH :
-' of £10,000 at Howth “to make a'fit situation for His Majesty’s packets”. -J
4 THE BUILDING OF HOWTH
. STEAM PACKET HARBOUR :1

1808 - 1818




THE BUILDING OF HOWTH
STEAM PACKET HARBOUR
1808 - 1818

LORD HOWTH
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1 807 20/07/1807 A Board of Commissioners, Witﬂ the second Earl of H:Q)-‘E.-t.

as c}liair, meets and appoints Captain George Taylor as engineer to carry out improvem*i_ t
works.

1808 %M@éﬁm&‘wﬂ worte éW

1 809 04/01/1809 A north-easterly gale destroys 80 yards of the newly-built !
pier, and sand has already started to silt up on the west side of the pier as predicted by Mr '
Rodgers. Dawson criticises the work and calls on the government to do something about 1
it. Taylor tenders his resignation, and a Mr. John Aird takes over as supervisor in May

1809, under the consultant engineer John Rennie. Dawson suggests employing a resident

engineer on the harbour works saying “..it did not require a gentleman from England to

inform him that a quarry which could not be excavated and a sandpit which could not be

dug would make a satistactory harbour”. These warnings go unheeded, though Rennie is
repeatedly doubtful of the chances of succeeding to solve the silting problem.

07/10/1809 Lord Howth submits a claim for 4d per ton on 91,000 tons of stone and

rubble removed his quarry in Kilrock, and an additional 500,000 tons required to finishu.
the work. Work is suspended and 600 workmen are dismissed.

1 8 1 O John Rennie presents his new plans for the works to the Commissioners on
April 5th, including the completion of the east pier and the construction of the west pier.

Lord Howth’s claim is granted. A new plan, using double railway tracks is introduced to
speed up the transport of stones from the rock face to the pier.

Work recommences, the foundation laid below water using large stones from Runcorn,
near Liverpool.

Lr———— .
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1 8 1 1 Houses are built to accommodate the 600 workers employed during £ M;m.ﬂajr arl;;r[.lpq;'a very. serious drsl:ﬁﬂ;':-l'ﬁigi P ¥
the project. lace.in the town of Howth, \ In consequenice of ome |
14/01/1811 Lord Howth,aided by a detachment of soldiers, quells a riot by some i previous disputes and -'"!:H':J_‘!,F[ Eﬂiéli;-'fft‘:q glit.iul‘-,ubluni.-.' _
300 labourers. Many do not survive their injuries and six ringleaders are jailed. |

and 2 number ‘of woikmen, ﬁq'stl}{m_ of Wicklow| :
e ciployed - labeurirs i he nw Hirbou, an ff
[sssemblage 'of both ‘partiés, amounting to above 300
1 8 1 2 o _ ‘3 I t,!",'-"”;“?ﬂ-_;lﬂd-haviug stripped themselyes,
e pier heads are constructed using a diving bell developed by John 12 T‘?ﬁf‘d;fip_ﬁf_ﬂlﬁ' conflict ensued § and after some gevere

Rennie for underwater building, the first use of a diving bell in Ireland. ;’fgﬁ‘tl‘:'ﬁﬂmiﬂg&_ ;FPEEI"II,;E-:J‘-F:!:!EE: ‘commenced 2 des-
Py | N.oo«)) Those workers-instructed in how to work in the diving bell are given a special engagementy n-hich paving stones. and glass

JOHN RENNIE IR e : = allowance because of the numbers of pairs of shoes they go through. A Patrick 1::;“;55 ET:'FJ-:%:::‘EE%?E&E t???':defzi"L?l:aHuﬁ-ih:
3y Craven is employed for the “making and repairing of Boots for the Men employed the ltéﬂtﬂfrmﬁe mﬁ:ﬁ}fﬂ; r:d .",m-‘.";’-'?- km

in the Diving Bells”. it leagth'and-witly great . dif mhhrhuff;“iu'::l 214
small guard - of 20:soldiers hiad been ordered tu*priﬁm

Many labourers are injured during the project, and submissions are received from E‘“El'lqﬂji'fﬂfﬂjh'all‘_'ﬁa'gt_ffiﬂgi;" ey dhicceedia '“{PPH;'
individuals for compensation, and from infirmaries in Dublin city for financial :::E EP?_F“W of: tl}?"-:{f}:ﬁ!bi':tilt_;itfs‘;-“ﬁlrﬁ seized and lodged !
contributions towards the care of the injured employees. The Minutes of the Board i-mi{i?;m“zit.h“dr:“gi’i".i‘ﬂ“' "hTh-: smiall perey'of ‘_'_111'_5.;-1!
record memorials from Patrick Reilly, Patrick Kelly, and Stephen Byrne, labourers, iﬁf:thtgﬁmﬁg}ﬁ‘i FS“F?.?II_';I]P.EI{]L, .":'-P‘f‘f_‘i'?“* a rescue |
“..who had been severely injured by the blasting of Stone in the Quarries at Kilrock” of Lord Hgiwk " iﬁ-‘;!?ﬂ- .:i:!.;il:"_ prosp: ."%“"rr'.’f'.f_".““ !
asking for an allowance for their families. Another labourer, Patrick Walsh, petitioned };.it_hm:,- fﬂﬂl‘lﬁitﬂ}r'ﬁc{ H\*‘E}' : ---E';"F_F'"'-Iqﬁll;ﬁi ':_[E‘ r:i'h?';, -
the Board “...to be continued for four weeks on the Books as a Labourer” while llkE.Hﬂ,lfﬂj;_l?iT‘Eibéun::dréﬁdfulljii:u_t-asr':i:mﬁil;n:ﬁ‘:' S

he seeks medical advice following the loss of his leg. The Supervisor, John Aird, is . On Saturda nioht ahmus coi st i - 5
asked by the Board to see whether “...the Petitioner will be capable of his former - Freeman's Joumal, Wedpesday January 16%, 1811
employment as a Tallyman on the Railroad”. \ .

'The completed harbour is a close harbour formed by two piers connected with the land opposite the town.
'The principal or eastern pier has three arms, and is a total of 2,450 feet long, the west pier is 1900 feet long,
with a roadway of 42 feet in width. The entrance to the harbour is 350 feet wide.

.

1 8 1 8 01.08.1818 Howth officially becomes the mail station for Dublin.
The sailing time for the mail packets from Holyhead to Howth is 15 hours, 5 hours less than the journey from

Holyhead to Pigeon House.

NEW.PACKET:HARBOUR AT HOWTH...,
TI—IE Public “are-hereby.informed, ithaf ‘on-and
A “after the st July Hekt, fﬁ; DMajesty’s Packet Boats will
be stationed raz_the New ‘Packet. Harbour ‘at’ Howth, and the .'
Mails between Great _Britain and Iréland, Swill.be- transmitted 3 !

-

Ly ‘that ropté  from ‘henceforth. ' The Recdivir for -British
letters will be closed éach’evéfing .at six “o’clock ; an hour
~hich “the Postmiasters-General fu'ﬁ"_‘ confident, will in almost
+very instance’ cnsure the-arrival of the” Mails at. Holyhead
Previous to-the departure of thé Mail Coath from thence.
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S son ]ol‘n"‘Renme Jnr, Dun Laoghf

'11HE Ivanhoe sails fram Huwth for' Holyhead,

| at half-past. Eight o’Clock in the Murmng; and after that d;n}'

THE BUILDING OF HOWTH
STEAM PACKET HARBOUR
1808 - 1818 .

1821

a steam packet commanded by Captain Skinner...
who came in peace to Ireland” (D’Alton).
John Rennie dies, and is succeeded by his son John Rennie Jnr.

1822

time to less than 6 hours.

|
1826 Steam packets become larger and eventually can no longer be

cket station.

accommodated at Howth, and it is abandoned as

1 8 3 4 - Kingstown Harbour, d
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STEAM PACKETS,

on Saturday, the 28th, and the Talbat, on Sunday, the|
29th instant, Tuusda:r the Ist, and Thursday, the 3d May

they-will continue to sail as usual, one every Morning,
: - Refreshmen's to be had on Bu:rd..

A Cuuch.nuru for Howth. at Seven o'Clock in ‘therMorn
ing, f erm:tlm Royal Hibernian Hotel, Nu.47, Ihwmn-ﬂrur
nlwre “eviry ml‘unq:iinn may be bad. |

n;qhhmﬂ,ﬁﬂs April. 1821,

12/08/1821 George IV enters Howth Harbour on the “Lightning”,
“where the only monarch landed

Steam packet boats take over from sailing boats, and reduce the sailing
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