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H o w  t o  H a v e  a  G r e e n  C h r i s t m a s  i n  I r e l a n d !

C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  t i m e  o f  j o y ,  t w i n k l i n g  l i g h t s ,  a n d
p r e s e n t s ,  b u t  d i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  i t  c a n  a l s o  c r e a t e  a
l o t  o f  e x t r a  w a s t e ?  T h i s  C h r i s t m a s ,  f a m i l i e s  i n
I r e l a n d  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c r e a t e  o v e r  9 5 , 0 0 0  t o n n e s
o f  p a c k a g i n g  w a s t e — t h a t ’ s  a s  m u c h  a s  a b o u t  6 , 5 0 0
b i g  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  s t a c k e d  t o g e t h e r !  B u t  w e  c a n  h e l p
r e d u c e  t h i s  w a s t e  a n d  h a v e  a  j o l l y ,  e c o - f r i e n d l y
C h r i s t m a s .

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  e a s y  w a y s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l y  c a n
h e l p  m a k e  C h r i s t m a s  a  b i t  g r e e n e r :

🎁  W r a p  G i f t s  w i t h  R e c y c l a b l e  P a p e r

E v e r y  C h r i s t m a s ,  l o t s  o f  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r  e n d s  u p  i n
t h e  b i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  h a s  g l i t t e r  o r  p l a s t i c  t h a t
c a n ’ t  b e  r e c y c l e d .  T r y  u s i n g  p l a i n  b r o w n  p a p e r  o r
n e w s p a p e r  f o r  w r a p p i n g .  Y o u  c a n  m a k e  i t  l o o k
f e s t i v e  b y  d e c o r a t i n g  i t  w i t h  d r a w i n g s ,  s t a m p s ,  o r
e v e n  a d d i n g  a  l i t t l e  s p r i g  o f  h o l l y  f r o m  o u t s i d e .



🎄  C h o o s e  a  R e a l  o r  R e n t e d  T r e e

D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  r e a l  t r e e s  a r e  o f t e n  b e t t e r  f o r
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a n  f a k e  o n e s ?  F a k e  t r e e s  a r e
m a d e  f r o m  p l a s t i c  t h a t  i s n ’ t  r e c y c l a b l e .  I n  I r e l a n d ,
s o m e  p l a c e s  l e t  y o u  r e n t  a  t r e e  i n  a  p o t !  Y o u  c a n  u s e
i t  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  t h e n  r e t u r n  i t  t o  b e  r e p l a n t e d ,
h e l p i n g  i t  g r o w  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .

🍪  S a v e  o n  F o o d  W a s t e

A f t e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  l o t s  o f  h o l i d a y  f o o d  c a n  e n d  u p  i n
t h e  B I N .  I n  I r e l a n d ,  f a m i l i e s  t h r o w  a w a y  2 5 %  m o r e
f o o d  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t h a n  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r .
Y o u  c a n  h e l p  b y  s a v i n g  l e f t o v e r s  a n d  m a k i n g  t a s t y
s n a c k s  l i k e  t u r k e y  s a n d w i c h e s  o r  c r a n b e r r y  m u f f i n s
t h e  n e x t  d a y .

🛍  S h o p  L o c a l  f o r  G i f t s

W h e n  w e  b u y  p r e s e n t s  f r o m  l o c a l  s h o p s ,  i t  h e l p s  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  g i f t s  o f t e n  h a v e  l e s s
p a c k a g i n g  a n d  t r a v e l  a  s h o r t e r  d i s t a n c e .  A b o u t  8 0 %
o f  p e o p l e  i n  I r e l a n d  s a y  t h e y  w a n t  t o  s h o p  l o c a l l y
t h i s  C h r i s t m a s ,  w h i c h  c a n  h e l p  k e e p  w a s t e  d o w n .



Q u e s t i o n s

H o w  m u c h  p a c k a g i n g  w a s t e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c r e a t e d
i n  I r e l a n d  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s ?

W h a t  t y p e s  o f  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r  c a n ’ t  b e  r e c y c l e d ?

W h y  i s  i t  h e l p f u l  t o  s h o p  l o c a l l y  f o r  C h r i s t m a s
p r e s e n t s ?

N a m e  o n e  n a t u r a l  d e c o r a t i o n  y o u  c o u l d  m a k e  a t  h o m e .

🌟  M a k e  Y o u r  O w n  D e c o r a t i o n s

P l a s t i c  d e c o r a t i o n s  c a n ’ t  a l w a y s  b e  r e c y c l e d ,  b u t  y o u
c a n  m a k e  y o u r  o w n !  U s e  p i n e c o n e s ,  d r i e d  o r a n g e
s l i c e s ,  o r  e v e n  m a k e  p a p e r  s n o w f l a k e s .  T h e y  l o o k
a m a z i n g ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  c o m p o s t  m a n y  o f  t h e m  w h e n
C h r i s t m a s  i s  o v e r .



Untangle the baubles and find out
how to recycle right this Christmas

COMPOST 
RECYCLE FREEZE

VEGETABLE PEELS

LEFTOVERS
GLASS BOTTLES AND JARS

SCRUNCH
&

SORT

WRAPPING PAPER



D R C H R I S T M S A L

R E D H J R E C Y L C E

S U S T A I N A B E L F

X H F L M I N I M L A T

N I C O M P O S T X S O

G M Z C C N A T U R E V

J M H A N D M A D E F E

E T F L D R E U S E Y R

P U Z E R O W A S E T S

CHRISTMAS
WORD SEARCH

GIFT
MINIMAL
LEFTOVERS
COMPOST

Find the words listed below and mark them.

CHRISTMAS
HANDMADE
LOCAL
ZERO-WASTE

REUSE
SUSTAINABLE
RECYCLE
NATURE



 Scrap Ribbon
Tree

Ornaments!
     SUPPLIES:

TWIGS 
SCRAPS OF RIBBON
SHARP SCISSORS 
TWINE (FOR HANGING)
OPTIONAL: WOODEN STAR,
BUTTON, OR METAL STAR FOR
DECORATION

INSTRUCTIONS:

TIE THE RIBBONS: WRAP RIBBON
SCRAPS AROUND A TWIG KEEPING
THEM CLOSE TOGETHER.

TRIM THE RIBBONS: CUT THE
RIBBONS INTO A CHRISTMAS TREE
SHAPE WITH SCISSORS.

ADD A LOOP: TIE TWINE AT THE TOP
TO HANG YOUR ORNAMENT.

DECORATE THE TOP (OPTIONAL):
ADD A STAR, BUTTON, OR FUN
DECORATION.

HANG AND ENJOY! YOUR

SCRAP RIBBON TREE

ORNAMENT IS READY!

HANG IT OR GIVE IT AS A

GIFT!


